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Oletha is the first child born to Buck and Ida Jones on October 13th, 1917 in Norway, South 

Carolina.  She was educated in the Public School System in Norway. 

 

She married Booker T. Small in 1935.  They relocated to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania from 

South Carolina to the place that was to become their home for the rest of their lives.  Five 

sons were born to this union: Henry Small, Charles Small, Richey Small, Leonard Small              

and George K Small. 

 

Oletha cherished her grandchildren:  Ricardo English, Samari English, Kia Small, Nina                

Ferguson, L. Jason Small and Unique Small.  She has a host of great-grandchildren and a                    

loving daughter-In-law, Kathleen Small. 

 

Oletha had strong Faith and truly loved the Lord!  She was an active member of St. Paul  

Baptist Church for over fifty years, where she was known for her smiling personality. She 

was a member of the Gospel Choir, Sunday School, Senior Citizens' group and involved in 

various other activities.   

 

Oletha was known as a hard worker, she was employed by the School District of Philadelphia 

for nearly twenty years. Oletha enjoyed gardening and traveling.  Her travels included her 

home state of South Carolina and cruising various islands. Baseball was also one of  Oletha's 

passions! She enjoyed cheering for her hometown team, the Philadelphia Phillies! 

 

Oletha passed away on June 3rd, 2007 leaving to cherish her memory family, friends and all 

those who knew and loved her. 
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                                  JOHN HENRY JONES 
                                                          (No picture available)    

 

 

John Henry Jones is the oldest son of Buck and Ida Jones, born June 9th, 1920 in Norway,     

South Carolina. 

 

He was married to Laura ( Ruth ) Youmans.  Ruth passed several years ago. Two wonderful 

children were born to this union, Vertell (Monk) and John Lewis. They resided in Norway, 

South Carolina.  John Henry and Ruth have ten  grandchildren and a host of great-

grandchildren. 

 

John Henry did not have a formal education, but he was so intelligent, he drove a truck               

around the United States for the Williams Trucking company for over thirty years. 

 

John Henry's hobbies were hunting and fishing.  He also enjoyed being an Umpire for the 

James Brothers Baseball team. 

 

John Henry could tap-dance like movie star Mr. Bojangles. He could jump up in the air and 

click his feet together twice, before landing back down again!! 

 

John Henry had an Awesome walk!!  To watch him walk was like watching a lion in all his 

pride. It was a walk of great self confidence, boldness and power! 

 

When John Henry spoke, even though he spoke in a low voice, even EF Hutton would have              

to listen in amazement!!  John Henry feared no man, and no snake! All of Who this Great              

man was, it was seen and expressed in his Awesome walk! 

          

John Henry passed on September 26th,1968.  His life and legacy lives on in the    

hearts and minds of his family and all who knew and loved him. 
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  COLLIS JONES SR. 

Collis Jones Sr. was born November 24th, 1923 in Norway, South Carolina.  He was born    

to Mrs. Ida Baxter-Jones and Buck Jones Sr. 

 

He served in the United States Navy as a Mess Hall Cook and Chef.  After leaving the 

Navy, he became employed as a Cook and Chef at Cambell's restaurant in Columbia,             

South Carolina, where he worked for about 10 years. 

 

He later became employed at the Capitol restaurant as a Master Chef.  The Capitol                          

restaurant was located across the street from the South Carolina State Capitol building 

where the South Carolina Governor, Lt. Governor and General Assembly held Office. 

The South Carolina Supreme Court was also located near the Capitol restaurant.  The                 

Supreme Court Judges would very often hold private parties at the restaurant and would   

always give Chef Collis, great honor and expressed gratitude to him for preparing superb 

meals for them! The Governor and  lawmakers in the General Assembly most often times 

would eat breakfast, lunch and dinner at the Capitol restaurant. There was a saying in the 

restaurant, that was well known by all who ate at the restaurant, Chef Collis fed the                     

Governor and all of Columbia, South Carolina's law makers and Supreme Court Justices!! 

 

Collis enjoyed going to live Wrestling matches at the Township Auditorium in Columbia.  

His hobby was keeping up with the latest Wrestling trends and Wrestlers in the Wrestling 

world. 

 

Collis Jones Sr. passed on November 5th, 2003.  He was married 47 years to his faithful 

wife,  Annie Mae Richardson, who recently passed also. They resided in Columbia, South 

Carolina. His children: Collis Jr., Charles, Jennifer, Lorenzo, Towanalie, Karen, and Alisa 

cherish his memory.  He was a loving father to all of his children & grandchildren without  

a doubt! 
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      BUCK JONES JR. 
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Buck Jones Jr. was born on June 9th , 1925 in Orangeburg, South Carolina to Ida and Buck Jones  

Sr.  He grew up in Norway, South Carolina  where he learned how to farm, hunt and fish.  He           

was always a physically strong man and was known affectionately as “Pig”.  His laugh was                      

infectious, he was a master storyteller and had a gift of telling the best jokes!! 

 

After the death of his Dad, nine year old Buck Jr. decided to quit school, in the third grade,                   

and go to work to help support his Mom and younger siblings.  He worked as a mattress and                          

box-spring builder and when paid, gave his 'entire' earnings to his Mother to help make ends meet. 

Buck entered the Navy at a young age. During World War II he served as a cook aboard a                

submarine.  He would send money home to help with expenses. Though he grew up during a time 

when Black people were treated poorly in this country, Buck Jr. was very Patriotic.  He loved his 

country and taught his children to do the same. His world travel in the Navy and strong character, 

helped mold him into a very wise man! He was Honorably discharged from the Navy in 1946. 

 

He met and married Grace (Doll Baby) Williams in Columbia, South Carolina. Born to this union 

were eight wonderful children:  Patty, Laverne (deceased), Kenny (deceased), Wanda, Anthony, 

Michael, Janice and Dennis. Buck also had two step-daughters Beverly (deceased) and Linda                

Williams.  He was a Great father, one of his life lessons to his children was “Respect will take you 

farther in life, than money will!” 

 
Buck and Grace moved to New Haven, Michigan in 1953 where he worked for the New Haven 

Foundry until his retirement.  After retirement,  he started his own Appliance repair business  

called “Buck's”.  His motto: “If man makes it, I can fix it”!   

 

Buck rededicated his life to the Lord and was the catalyst God used to establish Calvary Baptist 

Church of  New Haven.  He later became a faithful member of  the  Living Word Fellowship 

Church, where he served as Chairman of the Deacon board.  Buck's family and church were the 

center of his life. 

 

Buck Jr. passed on August 13th, 2001.  He leaves his wife, children, a host of grandchildren, great-

grand children, extended family members, Pastor and friends to cherish his memory. 



 CHARLES JONES 

Charles Jones is the fifth of eight children born to Buck and Ida Jones on a Sunday in April 1929 

in Norway, South Carolina.  Historically, there were discrepancies during those times regarding 

child birth dates, so there is no official record of his exact date of birth. 

 

Charles recalls his Mother saying he was born on a Sunday in April, through research, it was                 

discovered that April 17th did not fall on a Sunday in April 1929. But when this info was found,   

an official decision had already been made by Charles and wife Martha, that the family will              

continue to recognize April 17th, 1929 as Charles' date of birth. 

 

Charles was married to Martha Elnora Chatman on November 28th, 1959.  They resided in                         

Sacramento, Calif.   Martha passed several years ago.  Five children were born to this Blessed               

union: Kevin, Kelly, Kristopher, Kelsa & Keenan.  Later in life, Charles and Martha adopted two 

more girls Khalisa and Khayra.  Charles and Martha currently have ten grandchildren and six great

-grandchildren! 

 

Charles started his work career at an early age when he decided that he wanted to work in the field 

“with the men” rather than go to school.  He promised his Mother he would continue to work and 

even though she thought he would change his mind, Charles kept his word and continued to work.  

That disciplined decision was the cornerstone of all his future achievements in life. 

 

With less than a fourth grade education, Charles was able to work as a Stationary Engineer 

(Environmental Systems Technician) for the Los Rios Community College District.  He was the 

first African American to break ground at that position!! 

 

Now retired, living in his dream home in Fayetteville, Georgia, he has done well for himself and 

his family. Charles is known by several names:  Charles, Charlie, Chuck, Uncle Charlie, Uncle 

Chuck or  simply...Mr. Jones! 

 

At present he is also known as Patriarch of the Buck & Ida Jones family clan. It was his Dream 

and Prayers that has brought about the first ever, “Jones Family Gathering” in 2014.    
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                                          NETTIE MAE JONES CROWDER 

Nettie M. Crowder was born on October 18th,1931 to Buck and Ida Jones. Her birth took 

place on a train near the North and South Carolina boarder, the exact city/town where the 

train was located is unknown.  She spent her early years in Norway, South Carolina before 

moving on to take a job in Columbia, South Carolina in her late teens. 

 

After spending a few years in Columbia, in 1955 she moved to Chicago, Illinois  where she 

met and married the late Walter Adams.  While in Chicago she worked for the Greyhound 

Bus Lines and various other jobs to make ends meet. 

 

After Walter's passing, she remarried in 1964 to Thomas Crowder, they are currently living 

in Oak Park, Illinois. 

 

Nettie Mae is an avid Baseball fan, her favorite team is the Chicago White Sox's. She                

enjoys attending their games at US Cellular Field!   

 

Nettie Mae is deeply loved, cherished and adored by her children. Her eldest son Bobby    

resides in Champaign, Illinois where he works as an Information Technology Specialist,  

developing web sites and computer software for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers'                

Construction Engineering Research Laboratory in Champaign. 

 

Youngest son Gregory resides in Chicago, Illinois. He currently works as a Lawyer for the 

Social Security Administration in Chicago. Gregory married his beautiful wife Paula                

Adams in 2002 and they have three wonderful children. Nettie's grandkids are: Edmund 

Wright who resides in Chicago and works as a Mechanical Engineer, Kathleen Wright who 

is currently working with the Peace Corps and will be returning to school in April to start 

on her Masters degree and last but not least, Christian Joseph Adams who is in grade 

school! 
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                                      GERTIE LEE JONES JENNINGS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gertie was born on June 15th, 1932 in Norway, South Carolina, to the late Buck and Ida 

Jones as they welcomed their seventh (God's perfect number) child. One of the eight                   

children in the family, she was an “Angel” of a baby girl.  Gertie grew and after graduation 

in 1951 from Wilkinson High School located in Orangeburg, South Carolina, she went on 

to study Business, which would help her in her future endeavors. 

 

In 1952, Gertie married the late Douglas Jennings better known as the Master Builder of 

Orangeburg, South Carolina, where they have lived for numerous years.  From that union, 

one daughter, Merinda Kay Jennings (Sims) who currently lives in Spartanburg, South 

Carolina and one son, Douglas Charlton Jennings from Arlington, Texas were born for her 

to love and cherish!  She taught them both that all good things come from above.  She was 

then Blessed with three grandsons: LeTroy Douglas Sims, Marcus LeBaron Sims and 

Douglas Edmond Jennings.   

 

Gertie’s walk with the Lord is evident in all that she does and has been an active and                     

participating member of the Refuge Church of Christ of Orangeburg, South Carolina since 

1957 to present.   

 

She was a successful Housewife, Bookkeeper and Secretary for Douglas Jennings                          

Construction Company from 1953 to 2000 and has worked for Smith Corona from 1963 to 

1966 as an Assembler of Type Writers.  She continues to be gainfully employed from 1991 

to present as an Administration Receptionist for the Orangeburg County Government where 

she is known by her Godly virtues of  love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (fruits of the Spirit Galatians 5:22).  This is her          

perfect job which she loves to do!!  Anyone who passes through her path or call the County 

of  Orangeburg for any reason, will never be the same having heard that sweet voice saying, 

“It's a great day in Orangeburg County! How may we help you?” 
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WHITFIELD JONES SR. 

 

Whitfield Jones Sr. is the last child born to Buck and Ida Jones on January 8th, 1934 in  

Norway, South Carolina. 

 

Whitfield Sr. married  Johnnie Mae Brown in 1963,  they resided in Chicago, Illinois. 

 

Their children: Charles (deceased), Gerald,  Betty (deceased), Vanessa,  Jannet (deceased), 

Doris (Ann), Whitfield Jr.  and Willie Brown (Stepson). 

 

Whitfield & Johnnie Mae have been Blessed with twenty three grandchildren and a host  

of great-grands and one great-great grandchild. 

 

Whitfield was a Fantastic father who loved and cared for his children. 

 

Whitfield served in the US Army during the Korean War.  He received many awards for 

his acts of service during the War.  Whitfield  also was a boxer in the Army. 

 

Whitfield was very intelligent and was able to accomplish his dream of owning his own 

Truck.  He traveled throughout the USA and would always stop in to visit his brothers and 

sisters homes when working in or passing through the towns they lived in. 

 

He enjoyed the sport of  boxing, fireworks,  playing dominoes and card games. 

 

Whitfield Sr. who is affectionately known as: Uncle Coo Coo, Cooter Man and Little Man  

passed in August 1985. 

 

He is deeply missed and cherished by his wife, children and all those who knew and loved 

him. 
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Thank  you  

to all who contributed to the making of this keepsake book 

 
Wanda Stokes 

  John Lewis Jones  
Charles Jones  
Jennifer Jones  
Patricia Mahin 
Grace Jones 
Kelly Jones  
Kelsa Jones  

Bobby Adams 
 Douglas Charlton Jennings  

Doris (Ann) Jones  
Whitfield Jones Jr. 

 
 
 

A special Thank You to our Publisher, Sister                               
Melody Rossi, who's Creativity and Love for Jesus Christ, 

has made this treasured Jones Family historical                     
Booklet possible!   


